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International Agency For Research On Cancer

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) was established in 1965 by the World Health
Assembly, as an independently financed organization within the framework of the World Health
Organization. The headquarters of the Agency are in Lyon, France.

The Agency conducts a programme of research concentrating particularly on the epidemiology of can-
cer and the study of potential carcinogens in the human environment. Its field studies are supplemented by
biological and chemical research carried out in the Agency’s laboratories in Lyon and, through collaborative
research agreements, in national research institutions in many countries. The Agency also conducts a 
programme for the education and training of personnel for cancer research.

The publications of the Agency contribute to the dissemination of authoritative information on different
aspects of cancer research. Information about IARC publications, and how to order them, is available via
the Internet at: http://www.iarc.fr/

This publication represents the views and opinions of an IARC Working Group on
the Evaluation of Cancer Preventive Strategies which met in Lyon, France, Lyon,

20–27 April 2004
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