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IARC Governing and Scientific Councils

The International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) is 
presided over by its own governing 
bodies: the IARC Governing 
Council and the IARC Scientific 
Council.

Governing Council

IARC’s general policy is directed by a 
Governing Council, composed of the 
representatives of Participating States 
and of the Director-General of the 
World Health Organization. Its research 
programme is regularly reviewed by 
a Scientific Council. The Governing 
Council elects IARC’s Director for a 
five year term. The Council elected Dr 
Christopher Wild in May 2008 to serve 
for a five year term; he took office on 
January 1, 2009.

Scientific Council

The Scientific Council consists of highly 
qualified scientists selected on the basis 
of their scientific expertise in cancer 
research and allied fields. Members of 
the Scientific Council are appointed as 
experts and not as representatives of 

Participating States. When a vacancy 
arises on the Scientific Council, the 
Participating State that nominated the 
departing member may propose up to two 
experts to replace that member. Scientific 
Council members are appointed for four 
year terms by the Governing Council. 
The purpose of this Council is, among 
other things, to advise the Director, to 
make periodic evaluations of IARC’s 
activities, to make recommendations on 
the programme of permanent activities 
and to prepare special projects to be 
submitted to the Governing Council.

Budget

IARC activities are partially funded by 
the regular budget contributions paid 
by its Participating States. In addition, 
substantial funding comes from extra-

budgetary sources, mainly grant awards, 
from both national and international. The 
regular budget level for the 2010–2011 
biennium was approved in May 2009 at 
a level of € 37 911 000.
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Norway

Professor Lars E. Hanssen, Chairperson
The Norwegian Board of Health
Oslo

Mr Geir Bukholm
Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the 
Health Services
Oslo

Ms Henrietta Blankson
The Research Council of Norway
Oslo

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer, Vice-Chairperson
Medical Research Council
London

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli, Rapporteur
Office fédéral de la Santé publique
Berne

Australia

Professor Jim Bishop
Department of Health and Ageing
Canberra

Austria

Ms Simone Mesner
Austrian Federal Ministry of Science 
and Research
Vienna

Participating States and Representatives of IARC Governing Councils

Fifty-second Session, 13–14 May 2010

Belgium

Dr Margareta Haelterman
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

M. Lieven De Raedt
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels
 
Canada

Dr Morag Park
Institute of Cancer Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Montreal

Ms Lucero Hernandez
International Affairs Directorate
Strategic Policy Branch, Health Canada
Ottawa

Dr Howard Morrison
Centre for Chronic Disease Prevention 
and Control
Public Health Agency of Canada
Ottawa

Denmark

Professor Herman Autrup
University of Aarhus School of Public 
Health
Aarhus

Finland

Professor Pekka Puska
National Public Health Institute
Helsinki

France

Madame Pascale Flamant
Directrice générale, Institut national du 
Cancer (INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt
Dr Rosemary Ancelle-Park
Ministère de la Santé et des Solidarités
Paris

Germany

Dr Irene Keinhorst
Federal Ministry of Health
Berlin

India

No Representative
 
Ireland

Ms Mary Jackson
Cancer Policy Unit, Department of 
Health and Children
Dublin

Italy

Dr Stefano Fais
Institut supérieur de la Santé
Rome

Japan

Dr Masato Mugitani
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo
Dr Takashi Suzuki
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Netherlands

Mr Jeroen Hulleman
Public Health Directorate
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Ms Annemarieke Rendering
Public Health Directorate
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague
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Republic of Korea

Dr Duk-Hyoung Lee
Ministry for Health, Welfare and Family 
Affairs
Seoul

Dr Han-Suk Kim
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Seoul
Dr Sohee Park
National Cancer Center
Gyeonggi-do
 
Russian Federation

Dr Oleg P. Chestnov
Ministry of Health and Social 
Development
Moscow

Ms Nadezhda Kuleshova
Ministry of Health and Social 
Development
Moscow

Spain

Dr Carlos Segovia
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Ministry of Science and Innovation
Madrid

Sweden

Professor Mats Ulfendahl
Swedish Research Council – Medicine
Stockholm

United States of America

Mr James Kulikowski
Office of Global Health Affairs
Washington, DC

Dr Joe B. Harford
National Cancer Institute
National Institutes of Health
Bethesda, MD

Dr Therese S. Hughes
Office of the Secretary, Office of Global 
Health Affairs
Department of Health and Human 
Services
Washington, DC
World Health Organization

Dr Ala Alwan
Assistant Director-General
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental 
Health (NMH)

Mrs Joanne McKeough
Office of the Legal Counsel
Dr Andreas Ullrich
Chronic Diseases Prevention and 
Management (CPM)
 
Observers

Brazil

Dr Marisa Dreyer Breitenbach
National Cancer Institute
Ministério da Saúde
Rio de Janeiro, RJ

Scientific Council

Dr Harry Comber
OutgoingChairperson
Dr Edgar Rivedal
Incoming Chairperson
International Union Against Cancer 
(UICC)
Mr Cary Adams

Executive Director

Geneva
External Audit
Shri J.N. Gupta
Additional Deputy Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India
New Dehli, India
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Finland

Professor Pekka Puska, Chairperson
National Institute for Health and Welfare
Helsinki

Professor Harri Vainio
Finnish Institute of Occupational Health
Helsinki

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and  Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer, Vice-Chairperson
Medical Research Council
London

Australia

Professor Jim Bishop, Rapporteur
Department of Health and Ageing
Canberra

Austria

Dr Hemma Bauer
Austrian Federal Ministry of Science 
and Research
Vienna

Belgium

M. Lieven De Raedt
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

Canada

Dr Morag Park
Institute of Cancer Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Montreal, Quebec

Ms Lucero Hernandez
International Affairs Directorate
Strategic Policy Branch, Health Canada
Ottawa, Ontario

Dr Louise Pelletier
Public Health Agency of Canada
Ottawa, Ontario
 
Denmark

Professor Herman Autrup
University of Aarhus School of Public 
Health
Aarhus

France

Madame Pascale Flamant
Directrice générale, Institut national du 
Cancer (INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Dr Rosemary Ancelle-Park
Ministère de la Santé et des Solidarités
Paris

Dr Agnès Buzyn
Présidente, Institut national du Cancer 
(INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Dr Gilles Landrivon
Sous direction santé et développement 
humain à la Direction des biens publics 
mondiaux
Ministère des Affaires étrangères et 
Européennes
Paris

Germany

Dr Irene Keinhorst
Federal Ministry of Health
Berlin

India

No Representative

Ireland

Ms Patsy Carr
Department of Health and Children
Dublin

Italy

Professor Valentino Martelli
Mediterranean Institute of Hematology 
(IME Foundation)
Roma

Japan

Dr Masato Mugitani
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Shiho Takaoka
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Netherlands

Mr Jeroen Hulleman
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Norway

Mr Geir Bukholm
Norwegian Knowledge Centre for the 
Health Services
Oslo

Republic of Korea

Dr Byung-Yool Jun
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Seoul

Fifty-third Session, 12–13 May 2011
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Dr Mi-Ra Park
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Seoul

Dr Sohee Park
National Cancer Center
Gyeonggi-do

Russian Federation

Dr Oleg P. Chestnov
Ministry of Health and Social 
Development
Moscow

Ms Julia Bakonina
Ministry of Health and Social 
Development
Moscow

Spain

Dr Carlos Segovia
Instituto de Salud Carlos III, Ministry of 
Science and Innovation
Madrid

Sweden

Professor Mats Ulfendahl
Swedish Research Council – Medicine
Stockholm

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli
Office fédéral de la Santé publique
Berne

Turkey

Professor Murat Tuncer
Ministry of Health
Ankara

United States of America

Dr Joe B. Harford
National Cancer Institute
Bethesda, MD

Mr Edward Faris
Department of State
Bureau of International Organization 
Affairs
Washington, DC

World Health Organization

Dr Ala Alwan
Assistant Director-General
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental 
Health (NMH)

Mrs Joanne McKeough
Office of the Legal Counsel

Dr Andreas Ullrich
Chronic Diseases Prevention and 
Management (CPM)

WHO Regional Office for Africa

Dr Luis Gomes Sambo
World Health Organization
Regional Office for Africa (AFRO)
Brazzaville, Congo
 

Observers

Dr Edgar Rivedal, outgoing chairperson, 
Scientific Council 

Professor Ian Frazer, incoming 
chairperson, Scientific Council

Professeur Jean-Pierre Boissel, 
chairperson, IARC Ethics Committee 
(IEC)

Union for International Cancer 
Control (UICC)
Mr Cary Adams
Executive Director
Geneva

Argentina

Dr Javier Osatnik
Executive Committee Member
National Cancer Institute
Buenos Aires

Brazil

Dr Luiz Antonio Santini
Brazilian National Cancer Institute 
(INCA)
Rio de Janeiro 
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Professor Yung-Jue Bang
Seoul National University Hospital
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Professor Maria Blettner
University of Mainz
Institute of Medical Biostatistics, 
Epidemiology & Informatics
Mainz, Germany

Dr Harry Comber (Chairperson)
Director, National Cancer Registry, 
Ireland
Cork, Ireland

Dr Florence Demenais
INSERM U794 – Epidémiologie 
Génétique des Maladies Multifactorielles
Fondation Jean Dausset / CEPH
Paris, France

Professor Guido Forni
Molecular Biotechnology Centre
Torino, Italy

Professor Ian Frazer
Director, Centre for Immunology and 
Cancer Research
University of Queensland, Princess 
Alexandra Hospital
Woolloongabba 4102 Queensland, 
Australia

Dr Richard Gallagher
BC Cancer Agency
Cancer Control Research
Vancouver, Canada

Professor Henrik Grönberg
Chair, Department of Medical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics
Karolinska Institutet
Stockholm, Sweden

Dr Karin Haustermans
Department of Radiation Oncology and 
Experimental Radiation
Catholic University Leuven/University 
Hospital Gasthuisberg Leuven
Leuven, Belgium

Professor Richard Herrmann
Division of Oncology
University Hospital
Basel, Switzerland
Dr Kirsti Husgafvel-Pursiainen
Finnish Institute of Occupational Health
Helsinki, Finland

Dr Bart Kiemeney
Epidemiology and Biostatistics
Radboud University Nijmegen Medical 
Centre
Nijmegen, The Netherlands

Professor Sir Alex Markham
Leeds Institute of Molecular Medicine 
(LIMM)
Leeds, UK

Dr Hitoshi Nakagama
Deputy Director, National Cancer Center 
Research Institute (NCCRI)
Tokyo, Japan

Dr Torben F. Ørntoft
Head, Department of Clinical 
Biochemistry
Aarhus University Hospital
Aarhus N, Denmark

Dr Marina Pollán Santamaria
Centro Nacional de Epidemiologia
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Dr Edgar Rivedal (Vice-Chairperson)
Institute for Cancer Research
Rikshospitalet-Radiumhospitalet 
Medical Center
Oslo, Norway

Dr Elaine Ron
Radiation Epidemiology Branch
National Cancer Institute, National 
Institutes of Health
Bethesda MD, USA

Dr Viswanathan Shanta
Chairman
Cancer Institute (WIA)
Chennai (Madras), India

Professor Dr Giulio Superti-Furga
Director, Centre of Molecular Medicine 
of theAustrian Academy of Sciences
Vienna, Austria

Professor David Zaridze
Director, Institute of Carcinogenesis
Russian N.N. Blokhin Cancer Research 
Centre
Moscow, Russian Federation
 
Scientific Council Members (2011)
Dr Ahti Anttila
Mass Screening Registry/Finnish 
Cancer Registry
Helsinki, Finland

Professor Yung-Jue Bang
Seoul National University Hospital
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Professor Maria Blettner
Institute of Medical Biostatistics, 
Epidemiology & Informatics
University of Mainz
Mainz, Germany

Professor Bettina Borisch
Institute of Social and Preventive 
Medicine
University of Geneva Medical School
Geneva, Switzerland

Dr Harry Comber
Director, National Cancer Registry, 
Ireland
Cork, Ireland

Dr Florence Demenais
INSERM U946, Genetic Variation and 
Human Diseases
Fondation Jean Dausset/CEPH
Paris, France

Professor Guido Forni
Molecular Biotechnology Center
Torino, Italy

Professor Ian Frazer (Vice-Chair)
Director, The University of Queensland 
Diamantina Institute
Princess Alexandra Hospital
Woolloongabba QLD, Australia

Scientific Council Members (2010)
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Professor Richard Gallagher
BC Cancer Agency
Cancer Control Research
Vancouver, Canada

Professor Henrik Grönberg
Chair, Department of Medical 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics
Karolinska Institutet
Stockholm, Sweden

Professor Karin Haustermans
Department of Radiation Oncology and 
Experimental Radiation
Catholic University Leuven/University 
Hospital Gasthuisberg Leuven
Leuven, Belgium

Professor Sir Alex Markham
University of Leeds
Institute of Molecular Medicine
Leeds, UK

Professor Mads Melbye
Director, Division of Epidemiology
Statens Serum Institut
Copenhagen S, Denmark

Dr Hitoshi Nakagama
Deputy Director, National Cancer Center 
Research Institute (NCCRI)
Tokyo, Japan

Dr Marina Pollán Santamaria
Centro Nacional de Epidemiologia
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Dr Edgar Rivedal (Chairperson)
Department of Cancer Prevention
Rikshospitalet-Radiumhospitalet 
Medical Center
Oslo, Norway

Dr Viswanathan Shanta
Chairman, Cancer Institute (WIA)
Chennai (Madras), India

Professor Martyn Smith
Division of Environmental Health 
Sciences
School of Public Health, University of 
California
Berkeley, CA, USA

Professor Giulio Superti-Furga
Director, Centre of Molecular Medicine 
of the Austrian Academy of Sciences
Vienna, Austria

Professor Piet A. van den Brandt
Department of Epidemiology
Maastricht University
Maastricht, The Netherlands

Professor David Zaridze
Director, Department of Epidemiology 
and Prevention
Russian N.N. Blokhin Cancer Research 
Centre
Moscow, Russian Federation
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