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Governing and Scientific Councils

The International Agency for 
Research on Cancer (IARC) is 
presided over by its own governing 
bodies: the IARC Governing 
Council and the IARC Scientific 
Council.

Governing Council

IARC’s general policy is directed by a 
Governing Council, composed of the 
representatives of Participating States 
and of the Director-General of the World 
Health Organization. The Agency’s 
research programme is regularly 
reviewed by a Scientific Council. The 
Governing Council elects IARC’s 
Director for a five-year term. The Council 
re-elected Dr Christopher Wild in May 
2013 to serve for a second five-year term 
that will start on 1 January 2014.

Scientific Council

The Scientific Council consists of highly 
qualified scientists selected on the basis 
of their scientific expertise in cancer 
research and allied fields. Members of 
the Scientific Council are appointed as 
experts and not as representatives of 

Participating States. When a vacancy 
arises on the Scientific Council, the 
Participating State that nominated the 
departing member may propose up to two 
experts to replace that member. Scientific 
Council members are appointed for four-
year terms by the Governing Council. 
The purpose of this Council is to, 
among other things, advise the Director, 
make periodic evaluations of IARC’s 
activities, make recommendations on the 
programme of permanent activities, and 
prepare special projects to be submitted 
to the Governing Council.

Budget

IARC activities are partially funded by 
the regular budget contributions paid 
by its Participating States. In addition, 
substantial funding comes from extra-

budgetary sources, mainly grant awards, 
both national and international. The 
regular budget level for the 2012–2013 
biennium was approved in May 2011 at a 
level of €39 419 315.
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Participating States and Representatives at IARC Governing Councils

Fifty-Fourth Session, 17–18 May 2012

Finland

Professor Pekka Puska, Chairperson
Director-General, National Institute for 
Health and Welfare
Helsinki

Dr Sakari Karjalainen
Secretary-General 
Cancer Society of Finland
Helsinki

Professor Harri Vainio
Director-General, Finnish Institute of 
Occupational Health
Helsinki

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer, Vice-Chairperson
Head, International Strategy 
Medical Research Council
London

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli, Rapporteur
Collaboratrice scientifique, Office 
fédéral de la Santé publique
Bern

Australia

Professor Christopher Baggoley
Chief Medical Officer 
Department of Health and Ageing
Canberra

Austria

Dr Hemma Bauer
Austrian Federal Ministry of Science 
and Research
Vienna

Belgium

Mr Lieven De Raedt
Attaché Relations Internationales
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

Canada

Dr Morag Park
Scientific Director, Institute of Cancer 
Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Montreal, Québec

Ms Lucero Hernandez
Senior Policy Analyst
Multilateral Relations Division
International Affairs Directorate
Strategic Policy Branch, Health Canada
Ottawa, Ontario

Denmark

Professor Herman Autrup
University of Aarhus School of Public 
Health
Aarhus

France

Professor Agnès Buzyn
Présidente, Institut national du Cancer 
(INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Germany

Dr Irene Keinhorst
Advisor, Division of Global Health 
Federal Ministry of Health
Berlin

India

Professor G.K. Rath (unable to attend)
Chief, Dr B.R. Ambedkar Institute 
Rotary Cancer Hospital (DBRAIRCH)
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)
New Delhi

Ireland

Dr Tony Holohan (unable to attend)
Chief Medical Officer
Department of Health and Children
Dublin

Italy

No Representative

Japan

Dr Masato Mugitani
Assistant Minister for Global Health 
Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Yukiko Nakatani
Deputy Director for Mental Health and 
Welfare Division, Ministry of Health, 
Labour, and Welfare
Tokyo

Netherlands

Mr Jeroen Hulleman
Senior Policy Advisor 
Public Health Directorate
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Norway

Dr Henrietta Blankson
Senior Adviser
The Research Council of Norway
Oslo
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Republic of Korea

Dr Byung-Guk Yang
Director General, Bureau of Public 
Health Policy, Ministry of Health and 
Welfare
Seoul

Dr Soon-se Park
Deputy Director, Division of Disease 
Control Policy, Ministry of Health and 
Welfare
Seoul

Dr Jeongseon Kim
Division of Cancer Epidemiology and 
Prevention, National Cancer Center 
Research Institute
Gyeonggi-do

Russian Federation

Dr Oleg Salagay
Deputy Director, Department of 
Innovative Policy and Science
Ministry of Health and Social 
Development, Moscow

Dr Elena Skachkova
Deputy Director, Department of Medical 
Care Organisation and Healthcare 
Development
Ministry of Health and Social 
Development
Moscow

Ms Yulia Bakonina
Senior Specialist, Department of 
International Cooperation
Ministry of Health and Social 
Development
Moscow

Spain

Dr Carlos Segovia
Deputy Director for international 
Research Programmes
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Ministry of Science and Innovation
Madrid

Sweden

Professor Mats Ulfendahl 
(unable to attend)
Secretary-General
Swedish Research Council – Medicine
Stockholm

Turkey

Professor Murat Tuncer
Director, Cancer Control Department 
Ministry of Health
Ankara

United States of America

Dr Lisa Stevens
Deputy Director
Center for Global Health
National Cancer Institute, Department of 
Health and Human Services
Bethesda, Maryland

Dr Joe B. Harford
Senior Advisor, Center for Global Health
National Cancer Institute, National 
Institutes of Health
Bethesda, Maryland

Dr Peter Mamacos
Multilateral Branch Chief
Office of Global Affairs
Department of Health and Human 
Services
Bethesda, Maryland

World Health Organization

Dr Oleg Chestnov
Assistant Director-General 
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental 
Health (NMH)
WHO Headquarters, Geneva

Ms Joanne McKeough
Office of the Legal Counsel
WHO Headquarters, Geneva

Dr Cecilia Sepulveda
Senior Adviser Cancer Control, Chronic 
Diseases Prevention and Management
WHO Headquarters, Geneva

Dr Andreas Ullrich
Medical Officer, Chronic Diseases and 
Health Promotion
WHO Headquarters, Geneva

Observers

External Audit

Ms Usha S. Sankar
Additional Deputy Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India
New Delhi, India

Union for International Cancer 
Control

Mr Cary Adams
Executive Director, Union for 
International Cancer Control (UICC) 
Geneva

Scientific Council

Professor Ian Frazer
Outgoing chairperson

Professor Mads Melbye 
Incoming chairperson 
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Fifty-Fifth Session, 16–17 May 2013

Finland

Professor Pekka Puska, Chairperson
Director-General, National Institute for 
Health and Welfare
Helsinki

Dr Sakari Karjalainen
Secretary-General 
Cancer Society of Finland
Helsinki

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer, Vice-Chairperson
Head, International Strategy
Medical Research Council
London

Dr Rhoswyn Walker
Programme Manager
Medical Research Council
London

Canada

Dr Morag Park, Rapporteur
Scientific Director
Institute of Cancer Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Montreal, Québec

Ms Lucero Hernandez
Senior Policy Analyst
Multilateral Relations Division
International Affairs Directorate
Strategic Policy Branch, Health Canada
Ottawa, Ontario

Australia

Professor Christopher Baggoley
Chief Medical Officer
Department of Health and Ageing
Canberra

Austria

Dr Hemma Bauer
Austrian Federal Ministry of Science 
and Research
Vienna

Belgium

Mr Lieven De Raedt
Attaché Relations Internationales
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

Brazil

Dr Luiz Antonio Santini
Director General, Brazilian National 
Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro

Dr Marisa Dreyer Breitenbach
Coordinator of Research, Brazilian 
National Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro

Denmark

Professor Herman Autrup
University of Aarhus School of Public 
Health
Aarhus

France

Professor Agnès Buzyn
Présidente, Institut national du Cancer 
(INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Germany

Ms Chariklia Balas
Senior Officer, Division of Global Health 
Federal Ministry of Health
Bonn

Dr Irene Keinhorst
Advisor, Division of Global Health
Federal Ministry of Health
Berlin

India

Professor G.K. Rath (unable to attend)
Chief, Dr B.R. Ambedkar Institute 
Rotary Cancer Hospital (DBRAIRCH)
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)
New Delhi

Ireland

Dr Susan O’Reilly
National Director
National Cancer Control Programme
Dublin

Italy

No Representative

Japan

Dr Masato Mugitani
Assistant Minister for Global Health 
Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Makiyo Iwata
Section Chief, International Affairs 
Division, Minister’s Secretariat
Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare
Tokyo

Netherlands

Dr Jack Hutten
Acting Head, Division of Public Health 
Care
Ministry of Health, Welfare, and Sport
The Hague
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Mr Jeroen Hulleman
Senior Policy Advisor
Public Health Directorate
Ministry of Health, Welfare, and Sport
The Hague

Norway

Dr Edgar Rivedal
Scientific Coordinator, Norwegian 
Scientific Committee for Food Safety
Oslo

Dr Henrietta Blankson
Senior Adviser
The Research Council of Norway
Oslo

Qatar

Dr Faleh Mohammed Hussain Ali
Assistant Secretary General for Policy 
Affairs, The Supreme Council of Health
Doha

Republic of Korea

Dr Sung Woong Ra
Director, Division of Disease Control 
Policy, Ministry of Health and Welfare
Seoul

Dr Jeongseon Kim
Division of Cancer Epidemiology and 
Prevention
National Cancer Center Research 
Institute
Gyeonggi-do

Dr Yeol Kim
Division Head and Branch Chief, Cancer 
Control Division
National Cancer Center
Gyeonggi-do

Russian Federation

Ms Lidia Gabuniya
Senior Specialist, Department of 
International Cooperation
Ministry of Health
Moscow

Spain

Dr María José G. Suso
Ministry of Economy and 
Competitiveness
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
International Research Programmes & 
Institutional Relations
Madrid

Sweden

Professor Mats Ulfendahl (unable to 
attend)
Secretary-General
Swedish Research Council – Medicine
Stockholm

Dr Karin Schmekel
Deputy Director
Ministry of Education and Research
Division for Research Policy
Stockholm

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli
Collaboratrice scientifique, Office 
fédéral de la Santé publique
Bern

Turkey

Professor Murat Tuncer
Director, Cancer Control Department 
Ministry of Health
Ankara

United States of America

Dr Lisa Stevens
Deputy Director, Center for Global 
Health
National Cancer Institute, Department of 
Health and Human Services
Bethesda, Maryland

Ms Gabrielle Lamourelle
International Health Analyst, Policy 
Office, Office of Global Affairs
Department of Health and Human 
Services
Washington, DC

Ms Mary Blanca Rios
Senior Advisor, Office of Management, 
Policy, and Resources
Bureau of International Organization 
Affairs, Department of State
Washington, DC

Dr Jeff Glenn
Global Policy Analyst, Division of 
Cancer Prevention and Control
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Department of Health and 
Human Services
Atlanta, Georgia

World Health Organization

Dr Oleg Chestnov
Assistant Director-General 
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental 
Health (NMH)
WHO Headquarters, Geneva

Ms Joanne McKeough
Office of the Legal Counsel
WHO Headquarters, Geneva

Observers

External Audit

Mr Lito Q. Martin (unable to attend)
Director, International Audit and 
Relations Office, Commission on Audit
Quezon City, The Philippines

Union for International Cancer 
Control

Mr Cary Adams
Executive Director, Union for 
International Cancer Control (UICC), 
Geneva
 
Scientific Council

Professor Mads Melbye
Chairperson 
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Dr Ahti Anttila
Mass Screening Registry
Finnish Cancer Registry
Helsinki, Finland

Professor Bettina Borisch
Institute of Social and Preventive 
Medicine
University of Geneva Medical School
Geneva, Switzerland

Dr Florence Demenais
INSERM U946
Genetic Variation and Human Diseases
Fondation Jean Dausset/CEPH
Paris, France

Dr Paul W. Dickman
Department of Medical Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics (MEB)
Karolinska Institutet
Stockholm, Sweden

Professor Ian Frazer
Chairperson
CEO and Research Director 
Translational Research Institute
Woolloongabba, Queensland, Australia

Professor Richard Gallagher
BC Cancer Agency, Cancer Control 
Research
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Dr Luca Gianni
Director, Department of Medical 
Oncology
Fondazione Centro San Raffaele del 
Monte Tabor
Milan, Italy

Dr Inger Torhild Gram
Institute for Community Medicine 
University of Tromsø
Tromsø, Norway

Dr Murat Gültekin
Cancer Control Department
Ministry of Health of Turkey
Ankara, Turkey

Professor Karin Haustermans
Department of Radiation Oncology and 
Experimental Radiation
Catholic University Leuven/University 
Hospital Gasthuisberg Leuven
Leuven, Belgium

Dr In-Hoo Kim
Director, Research Institute
National Cancer Center
Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea

Professor Sir Alex Markham
University of Leeds
Institute of Molecular Medicine
Leeds, United Kingdom

Professor Mads Melbye 
Vice-Chairperson	
Director, Division of Epidemiology
Statens Serum Institut
Copenhagen, Denmark

Dr Deirdre Murray
National Cancer Control Programme 
Department of Public Health
Cork, Ireland

Dr Hitoshi Nakagama
Deputy Director, National Cancer Center 
Research Institute
Tokyo, Japan

Dr Marina Pollán Santamaria
Centro Nacional de Epidemiologia 
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Professor Thangarajan Rajkumar
Head, Department of Molecular 
Oncology, Cancer Institute (WIA)
Chennai, India

Professor Martyn Smith
Division of Environmental Health 
Sciences, School of Public Health 
University of California
Berkeley, California, USA

Professor Giulio Superti-Furga
Rapporteur
Director, Centre of Molecular Medicine 
of the Austrian Academy of Sciences
Vienna, Austria

Dr Sergei Tjulandin
Cancer Research Center (CRC)
Moscow, Russian Federation

Dr Cornelia (Neli) Ulrich
National Center for Tumor Diseases 
(NCT)
German Cancer Research Center
Heidelberg, Germany

Professor Piet A. van den Brandt
Department of Epidemiology
Maastricht University
Maastricht, The Netherlands
 

Scientific Council Members (2012)
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Dr Ahti Anttila
Mass Screening Registry
Finnish Cancer Registry
Helsinki, Finland

Dr Nuria Aragonés
Environmental and Cancer 
Epidemiology
National Center of Epidemiology 
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Professor James F. Bishop
Executive Director, Victorian 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre
Royal Melbourne Hospital
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Professor Bettina Borisch
Institute of Social and Preventive 
Medicine 
University of Geneva Medical School
Geneva, Switzerland

Dr Florence Demenais
INSERM U946
Genetic Variation and Human Diseases
Fondation Jean Dausset/CEPH
Paris, France

Dr Paul W. Dickman
Department of Medical Epidemiology 
and Biostatistics (MEB)
Karolinska Institutet
Stockholm, Sweden

Professor Richard Gallagher
Rapporteur
BC Cancer Agency 
Cancer Control Research
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Dr Luca Gianni
Director, Department of Medical 
Oncology
Fondazione Centro San Raffaele del 
Monte Tabor
Milan, Italy

Dr Inger Torhild Gram
Institute for Community Medicine 
University of Tromsø
Tromsø, Norway

Dr Murat Gültekin
Cancer Control Department 
Ministry of Health of Turkey
Ankara, Turkey

Professor Nicholas C. Jones
Paterson Institute for Cancer Research 
Christie Hospital NHS Trust
Manchester, United Kingdom

Dr In-Hoo Kim
Director, Research Institute 
National Cancer Center
Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea

Professor Mads Melbye
Chairperson
Director, Division of Epidemiology 
Statens Serum Institut
Copenhagen, Denmark

Dr Deirdre Murray
National Cancer Control Programme 
Department of Public Health
Cork, Ireland

Professor Thangarajan Rajkumar
Head, Department of Molecular 
Oncology, Cancer Institute (WIA)
Chennai, India

Professor Martyn Smith
Division of Environmental Health 
Sciences, School of Public Health 
University of California
Berkeley, California, USA

Scientific Council Members (2013)

Professor Christos Sotiriou
Breast Cancer Translational Research 
Laboratory
Jules Bordet Institute
Université Libre de Bruxelles
Brussels, Belgium

Professor Giulio Superti-Furga
Director, Centre of Molecular Medicine 
of the Austrian Academy of Sciences
Vienna, Austria

Dr Sergei Tjulandin
Cancer Research Center (CRC)
Moscow, Russian Federation

Dr Cornelia (Neli) Ulrich 
Vice-Chairperson
National Center for Tumor Diseases 
(NCT)
German Cancer Research Center
Heidelberg, Germany

Professor Piet A. van den Brandt
Department of Epidemiology
Maastricht University
Maastricht, The Netherlands

Dr Teruhiko Yoshida
Chief, Division of Genetics
National Cancer Center Research 
Institute (NCCRI)
Tokyo, Japan
 




