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The International Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC) was established in 
May 1965, through a resolution of the 
Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 
as an extension of the World Health 
Organization, after a French initiative. Its 
governance is effected through the IARC 
Governing and Scientific Councils.

Governing Council

IARC’s general policy is directed by a 
Governing Council, composed of the 
Representatives of Participating States 
and of the Director-General of the World 
Health Organization. It meets every year 
in ordinary session in Lyon, usually the 
week before the World Health Assembly. 
The Governing Council elects IARC’s 
Director for a five-year term. The Council 
re-elected Dr Christopher P. Wild in May 
2013 to serve for a second five-year term 
as from 1 January 2014. The chairperson 
of the Governing Council prepares the 
meetings together with the Secretariat 
and, together with the vice-chairperson, 
advises the Director throughout the year.

IARC was deeply saddened by the 
untimely death of Dr Chariklia Balas 
(1967–2017), who had served as the 
Representative of Germany on the IARC 
Governing Council since 2013.

Scientific Council

The Scientific Council consists of highly 
qualified scientists selected on the basis 
of their technical competence in cancer 
research and allied fields. Members of 
the Scientific Council are appointed as 

experts and not as representatives of 
Participating States. When a vacancy 
arises on the Scientific Council, the 
Participating State that nominated the 
departing member may nominate up 
to two experts to replace that member. 
Scientific Council members are appointed 
for four-year terms by the Governing 
Council. The Scientific Council reviews 
the scientific activities of the Agency 
and makes recommendations on its 
programme of permanent activities and 
priorities. The Scientific Council meets 
every year in ordinary session in late 
January/early February.

Budget

IARC activities are partially funded by 
the assessed contributions paid by 
its Participating States. In addition, 
substantial funding comes from 
extrabudgetary sources, mainly grant 
awards, both national and international. 
The regular budget for the 2016–2017 
biennium was approved in May 2015 at a 
level of €43 413 599.
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United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer, Chairperson
Director, International Strategy
Medical Research Council
London

Dr Adam Babbs
Programme Manager – Cancer
Medical Research Council
Swindon

Australia

Professor Chris Baggoley, 
Vice-Chairperson
Australian Government Chief Medical 
Officer
Department of Health
Canberra

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli, Rapporteur
Federal Office of Public Health
Division of International Affairs
Bern

Austria

Dr Britta Kunert
Austrian Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy
Vienna

Belgium

Mr Lieven De Raedt
Attaché Relations Internationales
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

Brazil

No Representative

Canada

Dr Stephen M. Robbins
Scientific Director, Institute of Cancer 
Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
University of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta

Ms Lucero Hernandez
Manager, Multilateral Relations Division
Office of International Affairs for the 
Health Portfolio
Ottawa, Ontario

Denmark

Professor Mads Melbye
Director, Statens Serum Institute
Copenhagen

Finland

Professor Juhani Eskola
Director General, National Institute for 
Health and Welfare (THL)
Helsinki

Professor Sakari Karjalainen
Secretary General, Cancer Society of 
Finland and Cancer Foundation Finland
Helsinki

France

Dr Thierry Breton
Directeur général – Président par intérim
Institut national du Cancer (INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Germany

Dr Chariklia Balas
Senior Advisor, Federal Ministry of 
Health
Bonn

India

Professor G.K. Rath (unable to attend)
Dr B.R. Ambedkar Institute Rotary 
Cancer Hospital (DBRAIRCH)
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)
New Delhi

Ireland

Mr Keith Comiskey
Cancer, Blood and Organs Policy Unit
Department of Health
Dublin

Italy

Professor Walter Ricciardi (unable to 
attend)
Commissioner, Istituto Superiore di 
Sanità
Rome

Dr Pietro Comba
Research Director, Department of the 
Environment and Primary Prevention
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Rome

Japan

Mr Hiroyuki Yamaya
Director, Office of International 
Cooperation
Division of International Affairs, 
Minister’s Secretariat
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Takuma Kato
Deputy Director, Division of International 
Affairs, Minister’s Secretariat
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Seiichiro Yamamoto
National Cancer Center Research 
Institute (NCCRI)
Tokyo

Participating States and Representatives at IARC Governing Council’s 
Fifty-Eighth Session, 19–20 May 2016
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Morocco

Dr Rachid Bekkali (unable to attend)
Directeur général, Fondation Lalla 
Salma
Rabat

Dr Latifa Belakhel
Chef de Service de la Prévention et de 
Contrôle du Cancer
Direction de l’Epidémiologie et de Lutte 
contre les Maladies
Ministère de la Santé
Rabat

Netherlands

Dr Marianne Donker
Director, Public Health Department
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Mr Marc Fakkel (unable to attend)
Policy Advisor, Public Health 
Department
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Norway

Dr Edgar Rivedal
Senior Adviser, Norwegian Scientific 
Committee for Food Safety
Oslo

Dr Karianne Solaas
Senior Adviser, The Research Council 
of Norway
Lysaker

Qatar

Dr Al-Hareth M. Al-Khater
Deputy Medical Director, National 
Center for Cancer Care and Research
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha

Republic of Korea

Dr Kyungwon Hwang
Deputy Director, Division of Disease 
Control Policy
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Seoul

Dr Yoon Jung Chang
Chief, Hospice and Palliative Care 
Branch
National Cancer Control Institute
National Cancer Center
Seoul

Russian Federation

Dr Svetlana Axelrod
Deputy Director, Department of 
International Cooperation and Public 
Relations
Ministry of Health
Moscow

Ms Lidia Gabuniya
Senior Advisor, Department of 
International Cooperation and Public 
Relations
Ministry of Health
Moscow

Dr Olga Gretsova
Deputy Head of Department, National 
Medical Research Radiological Centre
Moscow

Spain

Dr Rafael de Andrés Medina
Office of the Deputy Director General 
for International Research Programmes 
and Institutional Relations (SGPIIRI)
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid

Sweden

Dr Karin Schmekel
Deputy Director, Ministry of Education 
and Research
Division for Research Policy
Stockholm

Turkey

Professor Murat Gültekin
Head, Cancer Department
Public Health Institute, Ministry of Health
Ankara

United States of America

Dr Lisa Stevens
Deputy Director for Planning and 
Operations
Center for Global Health, National 
Cancer Institute
Department of Health and Human 
Services
Rockville, Maryland

World Health Organization

Dr Oleg Chestnov
Assistant Director-General, 
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental 
Health (ADG/NMH)
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Ms Joanne McKeough
Principal Legal Officer
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Ms Françoise Mourain-Schut
Senior Legal Officer
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Dr Andreas Ullrich
Advisor to ADG/NMH, IARC Liaison 
Officer
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Dr Cherian Varghese
Coordinator, NVI/MND
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Observers

Scientific Council

Professor James F. Bishop
Outgoing chairperson

Professor Ellen Kampman (unable to 
attend)
Incoming chairperson

Union for International Cancer 
Control (UICC)
Dr Cary Adams
Chief Executive Officer, Union for 
International Cancer Control (UICC)
Geneva

External Audit

Mr Lito Q. Martin (unable to attend)
Director, International Audit and 
Relations Office
Commission on Audit
Quezon City, Philippines
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United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer, Chairperson
Director, International Strategy
Medical Research Council
London

Dr Adam Babbs
Programme Manager – Cancer
Medical Research Council
Swindon

Denmark

Professor Mads Melbye, 
Vice-Chairperson
Director, Statens Serum Institute
Copenhagen

Ireland

Mr Keith Comiskey, Rapporteur
Cancer, Blood and Organs Policy Unit
Department of Health
Dublin

Australia

Professor Brendan Murphy
Australian Government Chief Medical 
Officer
Department of Health
Canberra

Austria

Dr Britta Kunert
Austrian Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy
Vienna

Belgium

Mr Lieven De Raedt
Attaché Relations Internationales
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

Brazil

No Representative

Canada

Dr Stephen M. Robbins
Scientific Director, Institute of Cancer 
Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Calgary, Alberta

Ms Lucero Hernandez
Manager, Multilateral Relations Division
Office of International Affairs for the 
Health Portfolio
Ottawa, Ontario

Finland

Dr Jaakko Yrjö-Koskinen
Special Advisor, Ministry of Social 
Affairs and Health
Helsinki

Dr Janne Pitkäniemi
Director of Statistics, Finnish Cancer 
Registry
Helsinki

France

Professor Norbert Ifrah
Président, Institut national du Cancer 
(INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Ms Jocelyne Berille
Chargée de mission, Direction générale 
de la recherche et de l’innovation
Paris

Germany

Mr Thomas Ifland (unable to attend)
Global Health
Federal Ministry of Health
Bonn

India

Mr Rajeev Kumar
Director, NCD
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
New Delhi

Italy

Professor Walter Ricciardi
Commissioner, Istituto Superiore di 
Sanità
Rome

Japan

Mr Hiroyuki Yamaya
Director, Office of International 
Cooperation
Division of International Affairs, 
Minister’s Secretariat
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Hitoshi Nakagama
President, National Cancer Center
Tokyo

Dr Seiichiro Yamamoto
National Cancer Center Research 
Institute (NCCRI)
Tokyo

Morocco

Dr Rachid Bekkali (unable to attend)
Directeur général, Fondation Lalla 
Salma
Rabat

Dr Latifa Belakhel
Chef de Service de la Prévention et de 
Contrôle du Cancer
Direction de l’Epidémiologie et de Lutte 
contre les Maladies
Ministère de la Santé
Rabat

Netherlands

Mr Henk E. Soorsma
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Mr Jack Hutten
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Norway

Dr Edgar Rivedal
Senior Adviser, Norwegian Scientific 
Committee for Food Safety
Oslo

Qatar

Dr Al-Hareth M. Al-Khater
Deputy Medical Director, National 
Center for Cancer Care and Research
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha

Republic of Korea

Dr Minkyu Kang
Director, Division of Disease Control 
Policy
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Seoul

Participating States and Representatives at IARC Governing Council’s 
Fifty-Ninth Session, 18–19 May 2017
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Dr Sungwoo Lee
Deputy Director, Division of Disease 
Control Policy
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Seoul

Dr Hyungkook Yang
Chief, Cancer Survivor Branch, National 
Cancer Control Institute
National Cancer Center
Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do

Dr Jeong Soo Im
Director, Office of Cancer Control and 
Prevention
Incheon Metropolitan Regional Cancer 
Center

Russian Federation

Dr Zoya Sereda
Head of the Division, Ministry of Health
Moscow

Spain

Dr Rafael de Andrés Medina
Office of the Deputy Director General 
for International Research Programmes 
and Institutional Relations (SGPIIRI)
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid

Sweden

Professor Jan-Ingvar Jönsson (unable 
to attend)
Secretary-General, Medicine and Health
Swedish Research Council
Stockholm

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli (unable to 
attend)
Federal Office of Public Health
Division of International Affairs
Bern

Turkey

Dr Ezgi Hacikamiloglu
Temporary Director, Cancer Control 
Department
Ministry of Health
Ankara

United States of America

Dr Peter Mamacos
Director of Multilateral Affairs, Office of 
Global Affairs
Department of Health and Human 
Services
Washington, DC

Dr Therese Tracy
Finance Analyst, Office of Management, 
Policy, and Resources
Bureau of International Organization 
Affairs
Department of State

World Health Organization

Dr Oleg Chestnov
Assistant Director-General, 
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental 
Health (ADG/NMH)
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Ms Sigrid Kranawetter
Principal Legal Officer
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Dr Andreas Ullrich
Advisor to ADG/NMH, IARC Liaison 
Officer
WHO headquarters, Geneva

Observers

Scientific Council

Professor Ellen Kampman
Outgoing chairperson

Professor Giske Ursin
Incoming chairperson

IARC Ethics Committee

Professor Béatrice Fervers
Chairperson, IARC Ethics Committee

Union for International Cancer 
Control (UICC)
Dr Sonali Johnson
Senior Advocacy Manager, Union for 
International Cancer Control (UICC)
Geneva

External Audit

Mr Lito Q. Martin (unable to attend)
Director, International Audit and 
Relations Office
Commission on Audit
Quezon City, Philippines
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Professor James F. Bishop, Chairperson
Executive Director, Victorian 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre
Royal Melbourne Hospital
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Professor Ellen Kampman, 
Vice-Chairperson
Division of Human Nutrition
Wageningen University
Wageningen, The Netherlands

Professor Elisabete Weiderpass Vainio, 
Rapporteur
Group Leader, Program on Genetic 
Research
University of Helsinki
Helsinki, Finland

Dr Boris Ya. Alekseev
Deputy Director for Scientific Affairs, 
P.A. Gertsen Moscow Research Institute 
of Oncology
Moscow, Russian Federation

Dr Al-Hareth M. Al-Khater
Acting Medical Director, National Center 
for Cancer Care and Research
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha, Qatar

Dr Nuria Aragonés
National Center of Epidemiology
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Professor Jonas Bergh
Karolinska Institutet
Stockholm, Sweden

Professor Jenny Chang-Claude
Head, Unit of Genetic Epidemiology
German Cancer Research Center 
(DKFZ)
Heidelberg, Germany

Professor Stephen J. Chanock
Director, Division of Cancer 
Epidemiology and Genetics
National Cancer Institute
Bethesda, Maryland, USA

Professor Françoise Clavel-Chapelon
Director, Nutrition, Hormones and 
Women’s Health
INSERM U1018
Villejuif, France

Dr Jerome Coffey (unable to attend)
Director, National Cancer Control 
Programme
Dublin, Ireland

Dr Eugenia Dogliotti
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Department of Environmental Health
Rome, Italy

Professor Karima El Rhazi
Research Director, Institut de Recherche 
sur le Cancer
Fez, Morocco

Professor Kadir Mutlu Hayran
Hacettepe University Cancer Institute
Department of Preventive Oncology
Ankara, Turkey

Professor Lukas A. Huber
Director, Biocenter and Cell Biology 
Division
Medical University of Innsbruck
Innsbruck, Austria

Professor Nicholas C. Jones
Paterson Institute for Cancer Research
Manchester, United Kingdom

Professor Lalit Kumar
Department of Medical Oncology
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)
New Delhi, India

Dr Dukhyoung Lee
Director, National Cancer Control 
Institute
National Cancer Center
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Professor Ole Raaschou-Nielsen
Danish Cancer Society
Department of Work, Environment and 
Cancer
Copenhagen, Denmark

Dr Luis Felipe Ribeiro Pinto
Deputy Director General, Head of 
Molecular Carcinogenesis Program
Head of Education, Brazilian National 
Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Professor Martin Röösli
Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute
Basel, Switzerland

Professor Christos Sotiriou
Jules Bordet Institute
Brussels, Belgium

Professor John J. Spinelli
Head, Cancer Control Research
British Columbia Cancer Agency
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Professor Giske Ursin
Director, Cancer Registry of Norway
Oslo, Norway

Dr Teruhiko Yoshida
Chief, Division of Genetics
National Cancer Center Research 
Institute (NCCRI)
Tokyo, Japan

Scientific Council Members (2016)
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Professor Ellen Kampman, Chairperson
Chair, Nutrition and Disease
Division of Human Nutrition
Wageningen University
Wageningen, The Netherlands

Professor Giske Ursin, 
Vice-Chairperson
Director, Cancer Registry of Norway
Oslo, Norway

Professor Elisabete Weiderpass Vainio, 
Rapporteur
Group Leader, Program on Genetic 
Research
Genetic Epidemiology Group
University of Helsinki
Helsinki, Finland

Dr Boris Ya. Alekseev
Deputy Director for Scientific Affairs, 
P.A. Gertsen Moscow Research Institute 
of Oncology
Moscow, Russian Federation

Dr Al-Hareth M. Al-Khater
Deputy Medical Director, National 
Center for Cancer Care and Research
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha, Qatar

Professor Jonas Bergh
Karolinska Institutet
Stockholm, Sweden

Professor Jenny Chang-Claude
Head, Unit of Genetic Epidemiology
German Cancer Research Center 
(DKFZ)
Heidelberg, Germany

Professor Stephen J. Chanock
Director, Division of Cancer 
Epidemiology and Genetics
National Cancer Institute
Bethesda, Maryland, USA

Professor Françoise Clavel-Chapelon
Director, Nutrition, Hormones and 
Women’s Health
INSERM U1018
Villejuif, France

Dr Jerome Coffey
Director, National Cancer Control 
Programme
Dublin, Ireland

Dr Eugenia Dogliotti
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Department of Environmental and 
Primary Prevention
Rome, Italy

Professor Karima El Rhazi
Department of Epidemiology and Public 
Health
Faculty of Medicine of Fez
Fez, Morocco

Professor Adèle Green
Senior Scientist
QIMR Berghofer Medical Research 
Institute
Herston, Queensland, Australia

Professor Kadir Mutlu Hayran
Hacettepe University Cancer Institute
Department of Preventive Oncology
Ankara, Turkey

Professor Lukas A. Huber (unable to 
attend)
Director, Biocenter and Cell Biology 
Division
Medical University of Innsbruck
Innsbruck, Austria

Professor Lalit Kumar
Department of Medical Oncology
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)
New Delhi, India

Dr Dukhyoung Lee
Director, National Cancer Control 
Institute
National Cancer Center
Seoul, Republic of Korea

Professor Atsushi Ochiai
Director, Exploratory Oncology 
Research and Clinical Trial Center
National Cancer Center
Tokyo, Japan

Professor Ole Raaschou-Nielsen
Danish Cancer Society
Department of Work, Environment and 
Cancer
Copenhagen, Denmark

Dr Luis Felipe Ribeiro Pinto
Deputy Director General, Head of 
Molecular Carcinogenesis Program
Head of Education, Brazilian National 
Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Professor Martin Röösli
Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute
Basel, Switzerland

Dr Roberto Salgado
Breast Cancer Translational Research 
Laboratory
Jules Bordet Institute
Brussels, Belgium

Dr Pilar Sánchez Gómez
Head, Neuro-oncology Unit
Chronic Disease Program, Instituto de 
Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Professor John J. Spinelli
Vice President, Population Oncology
British Columbia Cancer Agency
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

Professor Simon Tavaré
Director, Cancer Research UK 
Cambridge Institute
University of Cambridge, Li Ka Shing 
Centre
Cambridge, United Kingdom

Scientific Council Members (2017)
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