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The International Agency for Research 
on Cancer (IARC) was established in 
May 1965, through a resolution of the 
Eighteenth World Health Assembly, 
as an extension of the World Health 
Organization, after a French initiative. Its 
governance is effected through the IARC 
Governing and Scientific Councils. 

Governing Council 

IARC’s general policy is directed by a 
Governing Council, composed of the 
Representatives of Participating States 
and of the Director-General of the World 
Health Organization. It meets every year 
in ordinary session in Lyon, usually the 
week before the World Health Assembly. 
The Governing Council elects IARC’s 
Director for a 5-year term. The Council 
elected Dr Elisabete Weiderpass in 

May 2018 to serve for a 5-year term as 
from 1 January 2019. The chairperson 
of the Governing Council prepares the 
meetings together with the Secretariat 
and advises the Director throughout the 
year.

Scientific Council

The Scientific Council consists of highly 
qualified scientists selected on the basis 
of their technical competence in cancer 
research and allied fields. Members of 
the Scientific Council are appointed as 
experts and not as representatives of 
Participating States. When a vacancy 
arises on the Scientific Council, the 
Participating State that nominated the 
departing member may nominate up 
to two experts to replace that member. 
Scientific Council members are appointed 

for 4-year terms by the Governing 
Council. The Scientific Council reviews 
the scientific activities of the Agency 
and makes recommendations on its 
programme of permanent activities and 
priorities. The Scientific Council meets 
every year in ordinary session in late 
January/early February. 

Budget

IARC activities are partially funded by 
the regular budget contributions paid 
by its Participating States. In addition, 
substantial funding comes from 
extrabudgetary sources, mainly grant 
awards, both national and international. 
The regular budget for the 2020–2021 
biennium was approved in May 2019 at a 
level of €44 149 793. 

Governing and Scientific Councils
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Denmark

Professor Mads Melbye, Chairperson
Director, Statens Serum Institute
Copenhagen

Canada

Dr Stephen M. Robbins, 
Vice-Chairperson
Scientific Director, Institute of Cancer 
Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
University of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta

Ms Lucero Hernandez
Manager, Multilateral Relations Division 
Office of International Affairs for the 
Health Portfolio
Ottawa, Ontario

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli, Rapporteur
Federal Office of Public Health 
Division of International Affairs
Bern

Australia

Professor Brendan Murphy
Australian Government Chief Medical 
Officer
Department of Health
Canberra

Austria

Ms Elisabeth Tischelmayer
Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, 
Science and Research
Vienna

Belgium

Mr Lieven De Raedt
Attaché Relations Internationales
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

Brazil

Dr Ana Cristina Pinho Mendes Pereira
Director-General, National Cancer 
Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro

Dr Livia De Oliveira Pasqualin
International Affairs Advisor, National 
Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro

Finland

Professor Juhani Eskola
Director General, National Institute for 
Health and Welfare (THL)
Helsinki

Dr Janne Pitkäniemi
Director of Statistics, Finnish Cancer 
Registry
Helsinki

Ms Tuula Helander
Senior Specialist, Personalized 
Medicine
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
Helsinki

France

Professor Norbert Ifrah
President, Institut national du Cancer 
(INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Participating States and Representatives at IARC Governing Council’s 
Sixtieth Session, 16–18 May 2018
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Dr Jocelyne Bérille
Chargée de mission, Direction générale 
de la recherche et de l’innovation
Paris

Mr Thomas Dubois
Responsable du Département des 
Relations internationales
Institut national du Cancer (INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Germany

Ms Barbara Lübben
Adviser, Federal Ministry of Health
Berlin 

Mr Thomas Ifland
Senior Adviser, Z 23 – Global Health
Federal Ministry of Health
Bonn

India

Dr Prabha Arora
Deputy Director General (NCD), Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare
Government of India
New Delhi

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Professor Reza Malekzadeh
Vice Minister for Research and 
Technology, Ministry of Health and 
Medical Education
Tehran

Ireland

Dr Fenton Howell
National Tobacco Control Advisor, 
Department of Health 
Dublin

Italy

Dr Mauro Biffoni
Director, Department of Oncology and 
Molecular Medicine
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Rome

Dr Pietro Comba
Research Director, Department for the 
Environment and Primary Prevention
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Rome

Japan

Dr Hiroyuki Hori
Senior Coordinator for Global Health, 
Division of International Affairs, 
Minister’s Secretariat
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Seiichiro Yamomoto
Head, Office of International Affairs
National Cancer Center Research 
Institute (NCCRI)
Tokyo

Morocco

Dr Latifa Belakhel
Chef de Service de la Prévention et de 
Contrôle du Cancer
Direction de l’Epidémiologie et de Lutte 
contre les Maladies
Ministère de la Santé
Rabat

Netherlands

Mr Jeroen Hulleman
Senior Policy Advisor, Public Health 
Directorate
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Norway

Professor Pål Richard Romundstad
Vice Dean for Research, Faculty of 
Medicine and Health Sciences
Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology (NTNU)
Trondheim

Qatar

Dr Al-Hareth M. Al-Khater
Deputy Medical Director, National 
Center for Cancer Care and Research
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha

Republic of Korea

Dr Haerae Kim
Senior Deputy Director, Division of 
Disease Control Policy 
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Sejong-si

Dr Young Joo Won
Head, Division of Cancer Registration 
and Surveillance, National Cancer 
Control Institute
National Cancer Center
Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do

Russian Federation

Dr Dmitry Kostennikov
State Secretary, Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Health 
Moscow

Dr Igor Korobko (unable to attend)
Director, Department of Science, 
Innovation Development and 
Management of Biomedical Health 
Risks
Ministry of Health 
Moscow

Dr Eduard Salakhov (unable to attend)
Deputy Director, Department of 
International Cooperation and Public 
Affairs
Ministry of Health 
Moscow

Dr Zoya Sereda (unable to attend)
Head of Division, Development of 
International Cooperation in Health
Ministry of Health 
Moscow

Dr Alexey Novozhilov
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of the Russian Federation to the United 
Nations Office 
Geneva

Dr Sergey Ivanov
Director, Medical Radiological Research 
Center
Ministry of Health 
Obninsk

Spain

Dr Rafael de Andrés Medina
Chief Officer, EU and 
Internationalization Department, Office 
of the Deputy Director General for 
International Research Programmes 
and Institutional Relations (SGPIIRI)
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid
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Sweden

Dr Karin Schmekel
Deputy Director, Ministry of Education 
and Research
Stockholm

Dr Sandra Kleinau
Deputy Secretary-General, Scientific 
Council for Medicine and Health
Swedish Research Council 
Stockholm

Turkey

No Representative

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer
Director, International Strategy
Medical Research Council
London

Dr Mariana Delfino-Machin
Programme Manager, Cancer
Medical Research Council
Swindon

United States of America

Dr Douglas Lowy
Deputy Director, National Cancer 
Institute, National Institutes of Health
Department of Health and Human 
Services 
Bethesda, Maryland

Dr Ann Chao
Senior Advisor for Cancer and Non-
Communicable Diseases
United States Mission to the United 
Nations and Other International 
Organizations
Geneva, Switzerland

Dr Gabrielle Lamourelle 
(unable to attend)
Deputy Director of Multilateral Affairs, 
Office of Global Affairs
Department of Health and Human 
Services 
Washington, DC

Dr Rachel Owen
Health Advisor, Office of Economic and 
Development Affairs 
Bureau of International Organization 
Affairs, Department of State
Washington, DC

Dr Lisa Stevens
Deputy Director, Planning and 
Operations 
Center for Global Health, National 
Cancer Institute
Department of Health and Human 
Services 
Rockville, Maryland

Dr Sarah Lloyd Stevenson
Policy Advisor, Human Services Policy
Department of Health and Human 
Services 
Rockville, Maryland

World Health Organization

Dr Svetlana Akselrod
Assistant Director-General, 
Noncommunicable Diseases and Mental 
Health
WHO headquarters 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Ms Sigrid Kranawetter
Principal Legal Officer
WHO headquarters 
Geneva, Switzerland

Mr Derek Walton
Legal Counsel
WHO headquarters 
Geneva, Switzerland

Observers

Scientific Council

Professor Giske Ursin

Union for International Cancer 
Control (UICC)
Dr Julie Torode
Deputy Chief Executive, Advocacy and 
Networks Director
Geneva, Switzerland

China

Dr Jie He
President, National Cancer Center of 
China
Director, Cancer Hospital, Chinese 
Academy of Medical Sciences
Beijing

Dr Min Dai
Director, Department of International 
Communications, National Cancer 
Center of China
Cancer Hospital, Chinese Academy of 
Medical Sciences
Beijing

External Audit

Mr Lito Q. Martin (unable to attend)
Director, International Audit and 
Relations Office
Commission on Audit
Quezon City, Philippines
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Denmark

Professor Mads Melbye, Chairperson
Chief Executive, Statens Serum Institute
Copenhagen

Canada

Dr Stephen M. Robbins, 
Vice-Chairperson
Scientific Director, Institute of Cancer 
Research
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
University of Calgary
Calgary, Alberta

Ms Kate Trotter
Policy Analyst, Office of International 
Affairs for the Health Portfolio
Ottawa, Ontario

Australia

Professor Brendan Murphy, Rapporteur
Australian Government Chief Medical 
Officer
Department of Health
Canberra

Austria

Ms Elisabeth Tischelmayer
Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, 
Science and Research
Vienna

Belgium

Mr Lieven De Raedt
Conseiller Stratégique, Relations 
Internationales
SPF Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne Alimentaire et Environnement
Brussels

Brazil

Dr Ana Cristina Pinho Mendes Pereira
Director-General, National Cancer 
Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro

Dr Livia De Oliveira Pasqualin 
(unable to attend)
International Affairs Analyst, National 
Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro

Finland

Dr Markku Tervahauta
Director General, National Institute for 
Health and Welfare (THL)
Helsinki

Ms Tuula Helander
Senior Advisor, Personalized Medicine
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health
Helsinki

France

Professor Norbert Ifrah
President, Institut national du Cancer 
(INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Dr Jocelyne Bérille
Chargée de mission, Direction générale 
de la recherche et de l’innovation
Paris

Participating States and Representatives at IARC Governing Council’s 
Sixty-First Session, 16–17 May 2019
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Mr Thomas Dubois
Responsable du Département des 
Relations internationales
Institut national du Cancer (INCa)
Boulogne-Billancourt

Germany

Ms Barbara Lübben
Adviser, Federal Ministry of Health
Berlin 

Hungary

Dr Orsolya Pacsay-Tomassich
Minister of State for International Affairs
Budapest

Professor Péter Nagy
Scientific Director, National Institute of 
Oncology
Budapest

Dr Zoltán Mátrai
Head, Department of Breast and 
Sarcoma Surgery
National Institute of Oncology
Budapest

India

Dr Nilambuj Sharan
Economic Adviser, Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare
New Delhi

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Professor Reza Malekzadeh
Vice Minister for Research and 
Technology, Ministry of Health and 
Medical Education
Tehran

Ireland

Mr Keith Comiskey
Cancer Policy Unit, Department of 
Health 
Dublin

Italy

Professor Silvio Brusaferro
Commissioner, Istituto Superiore di 
Sanità
Rome

Dr Mauro Biffoni
Director, Department of Oncology and 
Molecular Medicine
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Rome

Japan

Dr Hiroyuki Hori
Senior Coordinator for Global Health
International Affairs Division, Minister’s 
Secretariat
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare
Tokyo

Dr Hitoshi Nakagama
President, National Cancer Center
Tokyo

Ms Kay Ohara
International Affairs, Strategic Planning 
Bureau
National Cancer Center 
Tokyo

Morocco

Dr Latifa Belakhel
Chef de Service de la Prévention et de 
Contrôle du Cancer
Direction de l’Epidémiologie et de Lutte 
contre les Maladies
Ministère de la Santé
Rabat

Netherlands

Mr Henk Soorsma
Head, Division of Public Health Care 
and Youth Care
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Mr Jeroen Hulleman
Senior Policy Advisor, Public Health 
Directorate
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
The Hague

Norway

Professor Pål Richard Romundstad
Norwegian University of Science and 
Technology (NTNU)
Trondheim

Qatar

Dr Al-Hareth M. Al-Khater
Deputy Medical Director, National 
Center for Cancer Care and Research
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha

Republic of Korea

Dr Tae Ho Yoon
Director General, Bureau of Public 
Health Policy
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Sejong-si

Ms Jee Young Kim
Deputy Director, Division of Disease 
Control Policy
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Sejong-si

Mr Bong Geun Yun
Assistant Director, Division of Disease 
Control Policy
Ministry of Health and Welfare
Sejong-si

Dr Jae Kwan Jun
Chief Scientist, Division of Cancer 
Prevention and Early Detection
National Cancer Control Institute, 
National Cancer Center
Goyang-si Gyeonggi-do

Russian Federation

Dr Igor Korobko
Director, Department of Science, 
Innovation Development and 
Management of Biomedical Health 
Risks
Ministry of Health 
Moscow

Dr Sergey Ivanov
Director, Medical Radiology Scientific 
Center
Moscow

Dr Alexey Novozhilov
Second Secretary, Permanent Mission 
of the Russian Federation to the United 
Nations Office 
Geneva

Spain

Dr Rafael de Andrés Medina
Chief Officer of the EU and 
Internationalization Department
Office of the Deputy Director General 
for International Research Programmes 
and Institutional Relations (SGPIIRI) 
Instituto de Salud Carlos III
Madrid
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Sweden

Dr Sandra Kleinau
Deputy Secretary-General, Scientific 
Council for Medicine and Health
Swedish Research Council 
Stockholm

Dr Karin Schmekel
Deputy Director, Ministry of Education 
and Research
Stockholm

Switzerland

Dr Diane Steber Büchli
Federal Office of Public Health 
Division of International Affairs
Bern

Turkey

No Representative

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland

Dr Mark Palmer
Director of International Relations
Medical Research Council
London

Dr Mariana Delfino-Machin
Programme Manager, Cancer
Medical Research Council
Swindon

United States of America

Dr Ann Chao
Senior Advisor for Cancer and Non-
Communicable Diseases
United States Mission to the United 
Nations and Other International 
Organizations
Geneva, Switzerland

Dr Gabrielle Lamourelle
Deputy Director of Multilateral Affairs, 
Office of Global Affairs
Department of Health and Human 
Services
Washington, DC

Mr Patrick Connally
Advisor, Office of Management, Policy 
and Resources
Bureau of International Organization 
Affairs
Department of State
Washington, DC

World Health Organization

Dr Soumya Swaminathan
Office of the Director-General
WHO headquarters 
Geneva, Switzerland

Ms Sigrid Kranawetter
Principal Legal Officer
WHO headquarters 
Geneva, Switzerland

Observers

Scientific Council

Dr Christine Friedenreich 
(unable to attend)
Incoming chairperson

Professor Giske Ursin
Outgoing chairperson

IARC Ethics Committee

Dr Samar Al-Homoud
Chairperson, IARC Ethics Committee

Union for International Cancer 
Control (UICC)
Dr Sonali Johnson
Head, Knowledge, Advocacy and Policy
Geneva, Switzerland

External Audit

Mr Lito Q. Martin (unable to attend)
Director, International Audit and 
Relations Office
Commission on Audit 
Quezon City, Philippines
 



biennial report 2018/2019106

Professor Giske Ursin, Chairperson
Director, Cancer Registry of Norway
Oslo, Norway

Dr Jerome Coffey, Vice-Chairperson
National Cancer Control Programme
Dublin, Ireland

Professor Martin Röösli, Rapporteur
Swiss Tropical and Public Health 
Institute
Basel, Switzerland

Dr Boris Ya. Alekseev
Deputy Director for Scientific Affairs, 
P.A. Gertsen Moscow Research Institute 
of Oncology 
Moscow, Russian Federation

Professor Jonas Bergh
Karolinska Institutet and University 
Hospital
Stockholm, Sweden

Dr Salha M. Bujassoum Al Bader
Director, Medical Oncology, Clinical 
Hematology and Hospice Palliative 
Medicine Fellowship Program
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha, Qatar

Professor Jenny Chang-Claude
Head, Unit of Genetic Epidemiology
German Cancer Research Center 
(DKFZ)
Heidelberg, Germany

Professor Stephen J. Chanock
Director, Division of Cancer 
Epidemiology and Genetics
National Cancer Institute
Bethesda, Maryland, USA

Dr Jacqueline Clavel
Director of Research
INSERM U1153/EQUIPE 7/EPICEA
Villejuif, France

Dr Eugenia Dogliotti
Department of Environmental and 
Primary Prevention
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Rome, Italy

Professor Karima El Rhazi
Research Director, Institut de Recherche 
sur le Cancer
Fez, Morocco

Dr Christine Friedenreich
Head, Division of Preventive Oncology
University of Calgary 
Calgary, Canada

Professor Adèle Green
Senior Scientist
QIMR Berghofer Medical Research 
Institute
Brisbane, Queensland, Australia

Professor Kadir Mutlu Hayran
Hacettepe University Cancer Institute
Department of Preventive Oncology
Ankara, Turkey

Professor Ellen Kampman
Chairperson, Nutrition and Disease, 
Division of Human Nutrition
Wageningen UniversityWageningen, 
The Netherlands

Professor Lalit Kumar
Department of Medical Oncology
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)
New Delhi, India

Dr Dukhyoung Lee
Director, National Cancer Control 
Institute
National Cancer Center 
Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea

Professor Atsushi Ochiai
Director, Exploratory Oncology 
Research and Clinical Trial Center
National Cancer Center
Tokyo, Japan

Professor Ole Raaschou-Nielsen 
(unable to attend)
Danish Cancer Society
Department of Work, Environment and 
Cancer
Copenhagen, Denmark

Dr Roberto Salgado
Breast Cancer Translational Research 
Laboratory
Jules Bordet Institute
Brussels, Belgium

Dr Pilar Sánchez Gómez
Head, Neuro-oncology Unit
Chronic Disease Program, Instituto de 
Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Professor Maria Sibilia
Institute of Cancer Research, 
Department of Medicine I
Medical University of Vienna, 
Comprehensive Cancer Center
Vienna, Austria

Professor Simon Tavaré (unable to 
attend)
Director, Cancer Research UK 
Cambridge Institute
University of Cambridge, Li Ka Shing 
Centre
Cambridge, United Kingdom

Dr João P.B. Viola
Head, Division of Experimental and 
Translational Research
National Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Professor Elisabete Weiderpass Vainio
Group Leader, Program on Genetic 
Research
Genetic Epidemiology Group, 
Folkhälsan Research Center
University of Helsinki
Helsinki, Finland
 

Scientific Council Members (2018)
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Professor Giske Ursin, Chairperson
Director, Cancer Registry of Norway
Oslo, Norway

Dr Jerome Coffey, Vice-Chairperson
National Cancer Control Programme
Dublin, Ireland

Professor Adèle Green, Rapporteur
Senior Scientist
QIMR Berghofer Medical Research 
Institute
Herston, Queensland, Australia

Dr Boris Ya. Alekseev (unable to attend)
Deputy Director for Scientific Affairs, 
P.A. Gertsen Moscow Research Institute 
of Oncology 
Moscow, Russian Federation

Professor Jonas Bergh
Karolinska Institutet and University 
Hospital
Stockholm, Sweden

Dr Hendriek Boshuizen
Department of Statistics, Informatics 
and Mathematical Modelling
National Institute for Public Health and 
the Environment (RIVM)
Bilthoven, The Netherlands

Dr Salha M. Bujassoum Al Bader
Director, Medical Oncology, Clinical 
Hematology and Hospice Palliative 
Medicine Fellowship Program
Hamad Medical Corporation
Doha, Qatar

Dr James Robert Cerhan
Chairperson, Department of Health 
Sciences Research
Mayo Clinic
Rochester, Minnesota, USA

Professor Jenny Chang-Claude
Head, Unit of Genetic Epidemiology
German Cancer Research Center 
(DKFZ)
Heidelberg, Germany

Dr Jacqueline Clavel (unable to attend)
Director of Research
INSERM U1153/EQUIPE 7/EPICEA
Villejuif, France

Dr Eugenia Dogliotti
Director, Department of Environment 
and Primary Prevention
Istituto Superiore di Sanità
Rome, Italy

Professor Karima El Rhazi
Research Director, Institut de Recherche 
sur le Cancer
Fez, Morocco

Dr Christine Friedenreich
Scientific Director, Cancer Epidemiology 
and Prevention Research 
Associate Scientific Director, O’Brien 
Institute of Public Health
University of Calgary
Calgary, Canada

Professor Kadir Mutlu Hayran
Hacettepe University Cancer Institute
Department of Preventive Oncology
Ankara, Turkey

Professor Lalit Kumar
Department of Medical Oncology
All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS)
New Delhi, India

Dr Dukhyoung Lee
Director (retired), National Cancer 
Control Institute
National Cancer Center 
Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea

Professor Atsushi Ochiai (unable to 
attend)
Director, Exploratory Oncology 
Research and Clinical Trial Center
National Cancer Center
Tokyo, Japan

Dr Janne Mikael Pitkäniemi
Institute for Statistical and 
Epidemiological Cancer Research
Finnish Cancer Registry
Helsinki, Finland

Dr Sabine Rohrmann
Epidemiology, Biostatistics and 
Prevention Institute (EBPI)
University of Zurich
Zurich, Switzerland

Dr Roberto Salgado
Breast Cancer Translational Research 
Laboratory
Jules Bordet Institute
Brussels, Belgium

Dr Pilar Sánchez Gómez
Head, Neuro-oncology Unit
Chronic Disease Program, Instituto de 
Salud Carlos III
Madrid, Spain

Professor Maria Sibilia
Institute of Cancer Research, 
Department of Medicine I
Medical University of Vienna, 
Comprehensive Cancer Center
Vienna, Austria

Professor Simon Tavaré
Director, Cancer Research UK 
Cambridge Institute
University of Cambridge, Li Ka Shing 
Centre
Cambridge, United Kingdom

Dr Anne Tjønneland
Danish Cancer Society Research 
Center
Copenhagen, Denmark

Dr João P.B. Viola
Head, Division of Experimental and 
Translational Research
National Cancer Institute (INCA)
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Dr Kazem Zendehdel
Deputy of Research, Cancer Research 
Center
Cancer Institute of Iran, Tehran 
University of Medical Sciences
Tehran, Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Scientific Council Members (2019)
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